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Sophomore graphic design major Ginger London works d iligently on a bottle  
pot in order to complete last minute assignm ents in Clay Studio. The class, 
taught by Joe London, is a three credit hour course offered by the art department.
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P e n  P l a y
Warning: Not for use during ciass
ACROSS
I Hits
6 Saying
II  Mimic
12 Lull; quiet
14 Delete
15 Sun-dried brick
17 Prosecuting lawyer (abbr.)
18 Time period
19 Fish
20 Pullet
21 Direction (abbr.)
22 Bolt
23 Go by
24 Fur
26 Extravagance
27 How all gerunds end
28 Time zone (abbr.)
29 Area 
31 Beams
34 High cards
35 Ward off
37 Near
38 Each
39 Gem
40 Eggs
41 Pronoun
42 Tied up
43 Same
44 Disclaim 
46 Grow
48 Rude
49 Clock face
DOWN
1 Heckle
2 Great lake
3 Craft
4 Preposition
5 Hungry
6 Almost
7 Owe
8 Hole-in-one
9 Southern state  (abbr.)
10 Oldest
11 A plea (obsolete)
13 Mansion
16 Deer
19 Hue; dye
20 Hurry
22 Circles
23 Obsolete
25 Digger
26 Spin
29 Fast
30 Containing acid
31 Grounded
32 Black birds
33 Upright position
35 Dazes
36 2,000 pounds
39 Seeds
40 Ellipse
42 Snake
43 Environment group (abbr.) 
45 Senior (abbr.)
47 Eleven (Roman)
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Deeper Thoughts
by Amanda Madden
It's time for me to say good-bye...
Yes, the sem ester is draw ing  to a close, and although for 
some December 23 m arks the first day of Christm as break, for 
me it m arks the first day of life in the “real w orld".
I am graduating  this sem ester and m oving to Dallas to get 
a job and go to school som e more.
I'm  sure that by the m iddle of next sem ester m ost of you 
w on 't rem em ber w ho I am, and that's  ok. But if you choose 
to rem em ber anything I've w ritten  or said during  m y time 
here, rem em ber that you are not on this earth  by accident. 
Remember that you have talents and abilities that no one else 
does. Rem em ber that God has a plan and a purpose for your 
life that He m apped  out before the earth  began. No m atter 
who you are or w hat your life has been like there is hope for 
your future. Jesus is m y hope.
It is your job to find out w hat that plan is and to discover 
who you w ere created to be. Believe me, there is nothing 
more fulfilling than doing w hat you do best.
Before I sign off as E ditor of The Southwestern, I w ould  
like to th an k  ev e ry o n e  for th e ir w ritin g , com m ents, 
suggestions, jokes, sw eat, tears and  h ard  w ork, and  m ost 
of all for their re la tionsh ips w ith  me.
To the new s reporters: thank you for giving your all 
throughout the semester. I believe you are some of the best 
writers The Southwestern has ever seen.
To our guest colum nists and "letter to the editor" writers: 
thank you for being brave and putting 
your opinions ou t there. I know it m ade a 
difference. Even when you don 't see the 
results of change, know that in launching 
your ideas out there, you took the first step 
toward making a change come.
To the page editors: you guys were life 
savers every week. Your dedication to 
learning the program s for pu tting  the 
paper together no t only earned  your 
grade, it m ade The Southwestern w hat it 
was this semester. We cou ldn 't have done 
it w ithout you.
To L issi O liv e r, o u r  a c co u n t 
representative: thank you for keeping on 
top of your job! It m ade m ine a lot easier 
i the budget definitely appreciates it.
To Julie Hardy, our staff photographer: 
thank you for your determ ination to take 
good pictures and to write with depth.
You attained success in those efforts.
Despite hardships, you pulled through when we needed you 
most. Your talent and enthusiasm  for life encouraged me and 
lifted me up at times when nothing else could.
To Charles Beatley, our sports editor: thank you for your 
creative input and dependability . Your knack for innovation 
and dedication to research helped our sports pages reach 
beyond the confines of Southwestern to display the w ide world 
of sports action that's out there, and that's the bottom  line.
To Patricia Cook, our feature editor: thank  you for your 
w illingness to branch out beyond the four walls of the 
departm ent and help students w ith critical issues, I know 
m any deal w ith each day. I appreciate your creativity and the 
long hours of study and fine tuning you p u t in every week! 
You definitely helped m ake us w orth  reading.
To Shelli Jent, our advertising m anager: you were the legs 
this paper stood on. A lthough you w ere often behind the 
scenes, w ithout your footwork, constant public relations 
w ork  am ong businesses, creative ad  design  w ork  and 
dedication to selling we not have had  the funds to do all we 
did w ith the paper this sem ester. Your efforts stretched 
b eyond  m y w ild est d ream s and  ex p ec ta tio n s for our 
publication. Because of your die hard  determ ination, The 
Southwestern broke some of its highest recorded ad sales 
records. You've done a w onderful job. Thank you for sticking 
w ith it like you have.
I w ould also like to thank my friends in m edia productions, 
clay studio and the dorm s for encouraging m e this semester. 
Thanks also, to all of my teachers. I started  out a little scared, 
bu t have come up on the o ther side, excited ready for more.
Finally, I w ant to thank my friend Ben Sprinkle for being 
there for me for the past three and a half years, for helping me 
m ove four times and for everything else you 've done; best 
friends, I've found, are few and far between.
I'll leave you w ith a picture I had fun taking the other day. 
Donisha and Sunil, thank you for m aking me laugh!
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Sunil Sm ith, Kanetra M cClellan, Kiri N eptune, Sum m er M agness and D onisha 
C hilds chill at the grill in the stu d en t union.
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Sandy, the C-Store lady says good-bye
I h o p e  th a t  y o u  w ill g iv e  m e  th is  tim e  to  ex p ress  
m y  fee lin g s a n d  say  g o o d -b y e  to  a la rg e  g ro u p  of 
w o n d e rfu l p eo p le .
I never tho u g h t this m om ent w ould come, w hen I 
w ould  be sitting  here  w riting  a letter saying good-bye.
I first arrived on  this cam pus w hen the store first 
opened in January  of 1998. I w orked nights and  got to 
m eet som e really w onderful young m en and  women. 
Than th a t February 1 w as m ade m anager of the C-Store. 
Little d id  I know  th en  that the C-Store w as going to  take 
over a great p a r t of m y life.
'
M y goal w as to  m ake everyone w ho  w alked  through 
m y door know  the store w as there fo r them  an d  they 
w ere very special an d  im p o rtan t to  me.
I w ould like to tell each of you  that leaving SWOSU will 
not be easy for m e to do. I have m ade so m any friends, and 
m y family has increased w ith all the kids I feel are mine.
I've attended  concerts an d  recitals, basketball and  
football gam es, supported  the rugby  team , an d  the reason 
for this is because all these k ids are very  im portan t. I 
w ould  be p ro u d  to  claim  each and  everyone of the 
students here  as mine.
My eyes are starting  to get teary and  I guess there isn 't 
to m uch m ore to  say excep t, good-bye. I w ill m iss you  all, 
I know  I will never forget any of you, and  I hope that in 
som e w ay  I b ro u g h t a little b it of happ iness into your life. 
Good-bye & G od Bless.
-Sandy, The C-Store Lady
Distance Learning offers new courses
If y o u  n eed  to  d ro p  a cou rse  a t m id te rm  an d  rep lace the 
h o u rs  to  keep  y o u r g ran t, in su rance , elig ib ility , etc., you  have  
a special need , b ecau se  the  h o u rs  yo u  a d d  m u st som ehow  fit 
in  a ro u n d  an  ex isting  class, w o rk , tra in in g , "life," schedule.
If you  h av e  or are  a p p ly in g  for a job w h ere  y o u  m u st use 
so ftw are  y o u  d o n 't  h av e  on  y o u r tran sc rip t, you  h av e  a 
special n e e d -b e c a u se , b y  th is  p o in t in  y o u r life, you  n eed  the 
tra in in g  im m ed ia te ly , n o t n ex t sem ester, an d  it m u s t be in  the 
em p lo y e rs ' v e rs io n  of th a t so ftw are lf you  n eed  a few  h o u rs  
of electives to  g ra d u a te  on  tim e, an d  y o u r final sem este r 's  
sch ed u le  is fu ll of req u ired  courses, in te rn sh ip s , etc., you  
h av e  a special n eed . You n eed  flexible tra in in g  th a t w ill be 
m ean in g fu l in  y o u r  job-search  a n d  still flexible en o u g h  to  fit 
in  a ro u n d  the  " lo cked -in" w o rk lo ad  of y o u r final sem ester. 
This sp rin g , the D istance  L earn ing  D ep a rtm en t is ad d ress in g  
these  specia l n eed s  w ith  the fo llow ing  new  offerings th a t are 
so new  th a t they  are  n o t even in the schedule!
All of M icrosoft's  n ew  Office 2000 su ite  (W ord, Excel, 
P ow erP o in t, A ccess, F ron tP age  [w eb-page-bu ild ing], and , 
for the first tim e M icrosoft P u b lish e r— a d esk to p  p u b lish in g  
p ro g ram  for pro fessionals o u tside  the p rin tin g  an d  pub lish in g  
business). A lso, w e are a d d in g  O u tlook  2000, the  p ro fessional 
w ork flow  an d  schedu le  organ izer.
A d o b e 's  n e w e s t p ro fessio n a l p u b lish in g  series, in c lu d in g  
P ageM aker 6.5, Illu s tra to r 8, the  n ew  P ho toS hop  5.5, an d  the 
new  Im age R eady  2.0, w h ich  p re p a re s  im ages for m ost 
efficient p u b lica tio n  on  the  In te rn e t are  also  available.
T h e  n e w  I n te r n e t  E x p lo re r  is f in a lly  o n  b o a rd .
F in a lly , w e  w ill  h a v e  W in d o w s  2000 c o u rs e s  in  p la c e  
b y  su m m e r .
Look in the sp rin g  schedu le  for o th e r courses th a t m ay  m eet 
y o u r o w n  special needs. For exam ple, I w ill be teach ing  an 
In tro d u c tio n  to P h ilo so p h y  te lecourse  th a t can be taken  for 
e ith er tw o  or three h o u rs  of credit. Ms. Joyce S toffers is also 
offering  an  In tro d u c tio n  to L ite ra tu re  course  for e ith er tw o  or 
three h o u rs  of credit.
A gen era l e d u c a tio n  co u rse  o ffe red  for three  h o u rs  is 
e sp e c ia lly  v a lu a b le  to  s tu d e n ts  w h o se  m a jo rs  in v o lv e  
tran sfe rrin g  to  a school w h e re  th e  g en era l e d u c a tio n  courses 
are offered  for o n ly  th ree  h o u rs  of c red it. To en ro ll in  the 
th ree -h o u r vers io n  of these  cou rses, one  w ill f in d  th em  u n d e r  
the  Sayre cam p u s cou rse  listings. O n  a fina l tran sc rip t, the  
cred its  w ill s im p ly  sh o w  u p  as th re e -h o u r courses.
If ou r courses do  n o t m eet yo u r special needs, p lease let us 
know . If they do, p lease contact the D istance L earn ing  office at 
774-3149. P ickup  a course syllabus an d  see the facilities. You can 
do  the coursew ork w herever the application softw are is available 
to you. The D istance Learning Lab, w ith  lab technicians to help  
you, is open  typically from  8:00 a.m. to 9:30 p.m ., M onday  
th rough  T hursday , an d  8:00 a.m . to  5:00 p.m . on  Friday.
E nrollm ent for the Philosophy, L iterature an d  the m any  
other telecourses occurs d u rin g  the regu lar en ro llm en t periods. 
The com puter course en ro llm en t ex tends to a w eek  after m id ­
term  in each sem ester. There is a general o rien tation  m eeting  at 
the beginning  of each sem ester. Be su re  to check the class 
schedule for the m an y  courses a lready  in  place an d  the place 
and  tim e of the enro llm ent periods an d  the general orientation.
-Dr. Sam Lackey
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The flu, an ill thought for SWOSU students
B y  K e n d r a  R i t c h i e / N e w s  R e p o r t e r
Flu season is here and  along w ith  it com es fever, coughing, 
aches, sore throat, fatigue and  congestion.
The flu v irus causes the w o rld 's  m ost serious respiratory  
illnesses w ith  severe chest or abdom inal sym ptom s.
Influenza is sp read  by  aerosols of v iruses contam inating 
the air, hands and  surfaces of the environm ent. It is also 
spread by w ater d roplets from  a sneeze or cough falling on 
one person 's h an d  or another object, such as m oney, and  
passed by a handshake, touch or the exchange of m oney.
"This season, O klahom a has reported  low flu activity," 
said McBride. "Flu season is from  M ay to M arch."
Symptoms of the flu are fever over 102 degrees, usually  
lasting three to five days; headaches, m uscle aches, and  a sore 
throat w hich are the w orst du rin g  the first few days. Fatigue 
also occurs. It usually  lasts one to three days. N asal congestion 
lasting one to tw o w eeks and  coughing that can last u p  to tw o 
weeks are all sym ptom s as well. C oughing is the m ajor 
symptom of the flu.
General trea tm ent for influenza is increasing fluid intake. 
Fluids p revent secretions from  getting thick w hich increases 
breathing problem s. Resting, as well as taking anti-viral 
medicines, bo th  help in  the treatm ent for the flu.
"If you catch the flu, go to the doctor w ith in  48 hours and 
start taking anti-viral m edications, sym ptom s w ill be cu t in 
half," said McBride.
"I think everyone should  get a flu shot to p reven t the 
spread of the v irus to others, said Jill Holt, a jun ior business 
information system s major.
People that are h igh-risk  for the flu are those w ho are 65 or 
older, sm okers or those w ith  chronic heart, kidney, and  lung 
disease. N ursing hom e residents, children and  teenagers 
receiving long- term  aspirin therapy, w om en in the second or 
third trim ester of p regnancy during  the flu season and 
smokers or alcoholics v rith  liver d isease are all p rim e 
candidates for the flu.
"If you have a vaccine an d  still get the flu, your sym ptom s
will be half of w ha t they  norm ally  w ou ld  be," said  McBride.
"I th ink  it should  be a requ irem ent to get a flu shot in 
school, because w hen y o u 're  sick, you have to m iss class and  
feel m iserable," A ndrea A lexander, a freshm an elem entary 
education m ajor, said.
The best prevention  against the flu is getting  a flu shot. 
T hey p ro v id e  70 p e rcen t p ro tec tio n . T he second  b est 
prevention  is frequently  w ashing  your hands.
"S tudents that d o n 't w an t to m iss school or w ork  should  
have the vaccine," said McBride. /
flu shots m ust be received every year, since last year's  shot 
p ro v id es p ro tec tio n  ag a in st v iru ses  n o t expected  to re tu rn  
to you.
You should  call your physician  if your instincts tell you to 
be concerned, your fever com es back after it has been gone 
one to tw o days or you still have a h igh  fever after four to five 
days, your cough becom es w heezy or rap id , or if you are 
having  trouble breathing.
"You can come at your ow n convenience to get a shot, they 
are $5, bu t I recom m end that you come right away," said 
McBride.
If you have any questions or are interested in getting a flu 
shot call N urse McBride at 774-3776.
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Southwestern offers Costa Rican vacation
Culture, sugar cane and college credit
B y  Johnna W est/ N ew s R eporte r
Are you ready  for a vacation? H ow  abou t a th ree w eek stay 
in Costa Rica?
L inda H ertz le r-C ru m  an d  Bill S eibert w ill be tak ing  a 
g ro u p  of s tu d en ts  to G recia, C osta  Rica a fte r the  sp rin g  
sem ester is com pleted . T he trip  w ill ru n  from  M ay 12 to 
June 2.
"This trip  is very  inexpensive and  is a w onderfu l w ay for 
students to becom e involved in  the C osta Rican cu lture and 
to practice their Spanish," H ertzler-C rum  said.
This trip  is part of the Southern Prairie Educational Service 
located in M ilton, Iowa. D avid Short and his wife, Ana, are 
the ow ners and coordinators of the Educational Service. 
They will join the Southw estern  g roup  in Costa Rica
T he co u p le  a re  m em b ers  of th e  S o u th e rn  P ra ir ie  AEA 
F o rg e ig n  L an g u a g e  A d v iso ry  C o u n c il an d  th e  Iow a 
F o re ig n  L an g u a g e  A sso c ia tio n . A lso , A na S h o rt is a 
n a tiv e  of C o sta  R ica
W hile in Costa Rica, the studen ts will take part in a 
hom estay program . This type of un ique lodging allows the 
students to stay  w ith  a Costa Rican fam ily that lives in Grecia. 
Grecia is located 30 miles from  the capital, San Jose.
The hom estay families have been carefully selected. W hile 
staying w ith  the family, the stu d en t is required  to obey the 
house rules. They are treated  as a m em ber of the family.
"H om estay Fam ilies allow  studen ts to becom e a part of 
the fam ily's cu lture ," H ertlzler-C rum  said.
All the hom estay fam ilies are  located w ith in  w alking 
distance of one another.
An added  tw ist to the trip  includes a three day  and  two 
night stay a t M onte V erde for an  additional $250. Students
are no t requ ired  to take p a r t in  this excursion.
M onte V erde is one of the  m ain  tou rist a ttractions in  Costa 
Rica. It is a cloud forest. The travelers can also enjoy a 
luxurious h o t m ineral b a th  a t the base of Volcano Arenal.
The g roup  w ill also to u r Los Trapiches, "one of the last 
rem aining and  operab le o ld-fashion sugar cane processing 
m ills." M any other exciting adv en tu res are p lanned  for the 
three w eek stay.
The cost is $1,500. This includes airline tickets, lodging 
expenses and  m eal expenses. In terested  s tu d en ts  can contact 
Linda H ertzler-C rum  a t 774-3169.
If studen ts  w ish  to gain  college cred it for this trip, 
additional fees w ill be applied .
A $750 deposit is requ ired  by  Jan. 15. S tudents can mail 
the deposit to D avid Short a t South  P rairie Educational 
Services, RR1, Box 245, M ilton, Iow a 52570. The telephone 
num ber is 515-656-4643.
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Classifieds off-campus job listings & more
To place ads about items for sale, help needed, etc. contact The Southwestern at 774-3065, Campbell 211.
Academic A ffairs is looking for a non-w ork study  assistant 
secretary. The job requires know ledge of office equipm ent, 
such as, a com puter, fax m achine, and  photocopier. O ther 
requirem ents include the ability to use M icrosoft W ord and 
Excel on the com puter, and  good com m unication skills. The 
position also includes perform ing basic office tasks, such as, 
answ ering phones, interaction w ith faculty and students, 
assisting other secretaries, and w orking on other assignm ents 
as needed. To app ly  for this position contact Kaprice Skinner 
at 774-3771 in A dm inistration 210.
High School/C ollege R elations is looking for a s tuden t 
employee to p rovide cam pus tours for prospective students 
and parents and  answ er questions concerning Southw estern, 
assist w ith F reshm an O rientation sessions and perform  
general office duties. R equired qualifications are strong 
interpersonal skills, being com fortable speaking to small
g roups, overall know ledge of S o u th w estern (ad m issio n  
requirem ents, academ ic program s, organizations, activities, 
and cam pus life). A resum e m ust be p rov ided  in addition  to 
the student em ploym ent application. To apply for this position 
contact Todd Boyd or Jena Skarda at 774-3782 in Stafford 207.
T he C om puter Science D epartm en t is looking for a teaching 
assistant during  C om puters & Inform ation Access lab classes 
du ring  the Spring 2000 sem ester. The anticipated  start date is 
Jan. 13, 2000. The required  qualifications include extensive 
know ledge of W ord, Excel, e-mail, N etscape and the ability 
to com m unicate well w ith  others. To app ly  for this position 
contact Betty A nn Klaassen at 774-3201 in Stafford 250.
S ou th w estern 's  Public In fo rm ation  O ffice needs a student 
pho tographer starting the 2000 Spring sem ester. S tudents 
can pick up  an application form  in Administration 701
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Finals bring standard, new study techniques
B y A m ber W eldon /N ew s R eporter
Finals are quickly approaching. Stress is bu ild ing  up  as 
students look for d ifferent w ays to stu d y  for their tests.
S tudents a round  cam pus find d ifferent w ays to s tudy  for 
finals and  for keeping their stress levels to a m inim um . The 
study  tips of som e m ay help o thers to find a convenient and 
effective w ay of studying.
Melissa Streit, a freshm an accounting m ajor, said that she 
studies a w eek in advance for 30 m inutes a day. She also finds 
that flash cards are helpful in studying.
"The best way to not stress about finals is to rent movies or listen 
to music. Don't look at the book while you're relaxing," she said.
Some students find a different approach to studying useful. 
Darlene Miller, a sophom ore psychology major, said," I 
cram. I stu d y  a little the last few days before the test, bu t then 
I study  the h ard est the n igh t before." She said th a t she 
constantly stresses abou t her finals.
Betty H endrix, a freshm an counseling major, said that 
w hen she studies, she rew rites her class notes, then studies 
about an  hour, takes a break, then studies for another hour. 
She does that for several days.
"There is no w ay to keep from  stressing. The m ore you
study , the less anxious you  are," she said.
O ne of the m ost w ell-know n m ethods for s tudy ing  is the 
SQ3R m eth o d . T his m e th o d  em p h asizes  five steps to 
studying— survey, question, read , recall, review .
Step one is survey. This is sk im m ing th ro u g h  the book and 
notes, looking a t m ain  head ings and  h igh ligh ted  m aterial.
The next step  is question. C hange the m ain  headings of 
sections from  statem ents to questions. For instance if the 
head ing  says "The Rules of O u tlin ing" change it to "W hat are 
the Rules of O utlin ing?" W rite the questions out. R eading is 
next. Read the chapters an d  notes. W rite notes in  your ow n 
w ords abou t the questions asked and  o ther im portan t points.
Next, recall the h igh  poin ts w ith o u t looking a t thebook or 
notes as soon as the read ing  is finished.
Reviewing is the last step. Look a t the  book and  all of the 
questions and  notes to see how  w ell the recalling w ent. Find 
out if any  m istakes w ere  m ade and  th en  try  to recall again. 
You should spend  m ore tim e on recall th an  on  reading.
There are m any  o ther good  s tu d y  m ethods. Some websites 
th a t  h a v e  m a n y  o th e r  g o o d  s tu d y  t ip s  are: 
w w w .h o w to stu d y .co m ,w w w .cram session .com /study tip s , 
w w w .y o u rteen .co m /stu d y tip s .h tm l.
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Miracles never cease...
A  woman's figh t to survive, a doctor's will to persist, and powerful prayers result in a 
miraculous event that spread through a town many Southwestern students call home
G arre tt Shockey
" I t ' S
c o o l, I
believe i t  
c o u l d  
happen
-Garrett 
Shockey
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Jenifer Pechonick
"I think 
that this 
story is 
remark­
a b l e  .1 
gotchills 
when I 
h e a r d  
it..."
-Jenifer
Pechonick
B y  A m a n d a  M a d e n /E d ito r - in -C h ie f
Tis the season to be jolly, b u t too often the happiness of the 
holidays is forgotten. A lthough responsibilities come in 
November and December which no other m onths share, family, 
friends, faith and life itself give true m eaning to the holidays.
Sometim es in am azing and  unexplainable ways, we are 
rem inded of the im portance of w hat we truly love and  the 
sm allness of the busy things that occupies our time.
It was on N ovem ber 6, in the little tow n of Fay, Oklahom a, 
just eight m iles outside of Thom as, that an event happened  
w hich changed the lives of a family, astounded  doctors and 
aroused interest in Southw estern college students.
O n the afternoon of that Saturday, Sharon Lee, a Fay 
resident, a nurse and pastor of His H and Extended church, 
stepped  out the door to go to work. She was scheduled for the 
3p.m. to 11 p.m. shift at a nursing  home.
"I felt like som ething strange was going to happen. It was 
kind of like a w arning that som ething unusual was going to 
happen. I w asn 't afraid, and I d id n 't have any pain, except 
c nee in a while, m y heart w ould  just kind of jum p," Lee said.
S hedrove a few blocks, and stopped  in front of her sister's 
house. H er heart was still jum py.
"I felt like m y spirit was going to leave m y body. I had  
Erika, m y daughter, go in and get m y sister and tell her that 
I needed to go to the em ergency room ," Lee said.
On the w ay to W atonga M unicipal H ospital, Lee called 
people in her church and asked them  to p ra y . She then called 
her husband, Larry Lee, and asked him to go get Guy Peh, a 
speaker and native of Cameroon, Africa, who was visiting the 
VVatonga area, so they could m eet to pray at the hospital.
Once they arrived at the m edical facility, the fam ily and 
friends w ere m et by Dr. A sh, a physic ian  w ho w as on call
th a t day.
"I looked at her and 
she w as sw eating  
a n d  ex tre m e ly  
anxious. Then, all of 
a sudden, she just 
p a s se d  o u t,"  D r. 
Ash said.
"That was the last 
thing I remembered 
until I woke up," Lee 
said.
While Lee was "out" 
doctors continued to 
w ork administering 
CPR, medication and 
over 20 shocks in an
effort to resuscitate her. However, because Lee had  no t had  a 
regular pulse for 
over 40 minutes, 
and had several 
severe seizures 
during that time,
Dr. A sh feared 
the worst: critical 
brain damage.
At that point,
D r. A sh  to ld  
Sharon's family 
thathe feared she 
would never be 
n o rm a l aga in , 
and m ay suffer 
sev e re  b ra in  
damage, bu t that 
with further treatment, since her heart had  finally begun to 
maintain itself (after over 40 m inutes) she w ould  live.
"W e tried to give the m axim um  oxygen to the brain  
through CPR, b u t Sharon 's heart w as n o t beating  regularly  
by itself. W ith som ebody  w ho  h as no  oxygen  su p p ly  to the 
b rain , they  m igh t h av e  d ila ted  an d  fixed p u p ils , an d  she 
h ad  those," Dr. A sh said . "The en tire  tim e she w as h av ing  
seizures and  h e r h a n d s  w ere  d ra w n  up . T hat is a s ign  of 
severe b ra in  dam age."
But such w o u ld  n o t be the case for Lee, as she believed 
that God, through the pow er of prayer, reached dow n and did 
the unexplainable, brought her back from death and healed her 
body preventing all brain dam age or loss of memory.
"The w hole time, the African m an  w as p ray ing  very 
loudly, even the nurses w ere su rprised ,"  Dr. A sh said.
Dr. Ash is Islamic, and said he had never seen praying like 
Peh's (a Christian) before.
"First I p rayed  for life to come back into Sharon 's body. 
Then, w hen the doctor told the fam ily she m ight have brain 
dam age, I laid  m y hands on h er head  and  p rayed  for her brain 
to be com pletely restored," Peh said.
Because her chances of living a norm al life w ere alm ost 
m edically im possible or at least very rare, doctors were 
unsure of w hat steps to take next.
"W hen I told the o ther doctor that w e w ere going to 
transport her to O klahom a City, his rep ly  w as, 'W hat, you 're 
doing this just to please the fam ily?'" Dr. Ash said.
But Lee was transported  and  later that day  p u t in ICU for 
recovery. Soon after receiving treatm ent in O klahom a City, 
Sharon Lee w as released. She was w alking and  talking w ith 
no signs of b ra in  dam age or m em ory loss.
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"I d id n 't  d o  a n y th in g  special, I d id  w h a tev e r I do  on 
everybody . I w as v e ry  su rp r ise d  w h en  I w as to ld  th a t she w as 
com ing  back , a n d  h a d  a p u lse . I th o u g h t she  w o u ld  n ev e r be 
n o rm al aga in , like us, ta lk ing  a n d  w alk ing . It is v e ry  ra re  to 
have  so m eb o d y  w a lk in g  o u t of th e  h o sp ita l like that. Really, 
I do  th in k  it w as a m irac le ,"  D r. A sh  said.
The n ew s of the  m irac le  sp re a d  fast th ro u g h  su rro u n d in g  
tow ns a n d  even  w o rk e d  its  w ay  to  W eatherfo rd . Less th a n  a 
w eek  la te r S o u th w es te rn  s tu d e n ts  h a d  h e a rd  of the  ev en t an d  
w ere  ta lk in g  ab o u t w h a t to o k  p lace  in  a to w n  som e of them  
called  hom e. In  fact, sev era l s tu d e n ts  from  W atonga  sh ared  
the ir v iew s.
"I th ink  this story show s faith  and  the p ow er of prayer. It w as 
just evidence of w h a t I believe G od is going to d o  in these last 
days so p eo p le  w ill be lieve," Shane H ood, a sophom ore  
elem entary  education  m ajor from  W atonga, said.
"I th in k  th a t th is s to ry  is rem arkab le . I got chills w h en  I 
h e a rd  it, an d  I 'm  n o t easily  im pressed  like that," Jenifer 
Pechonick, senior com m unication  arts an d  chem istry  m ajor 
from  D ew ey, said.
"It's  cool, I believe it could  h appen ,"  G arre tt Shockey, 
sophom ore recreational leadersh ip  m ajor from  Leedey, said.
Life long  W ato n g a  re s id en t T asha R aines, a so p h o m o re  
health  science m ajor at Southw estern , believes that this event 
h ad  an  effect on  the en tire tow n.
"It m ost definitely stirred  som eth ing  up. From  the people 
w ho w crk  at The End of Main restauran t, to the s tuden t body  at 
the h igh  school cam pus, to people here on Southw estern 's 
cam pus m any  w ere talking about it," Raines said.
Zac B rack, a so p h o m o re  a t S o u th w e s te rn  w h q 's  h o m e  
to w n  is W a to n g a , a lso  b e lie v e d  it h a d  an  a ffec t on  a lm o st 
the  e n tire  c o m m u n ity .
"If it w a sn 't  for p ray er, I believe she w o u ld n 't  be alive 
today. But, ce rta in  p eo p le  listen  an d  certa in  o th ers  tu rn  it 
aw ay because  they  d o n 't  w an t to believe it," Brack said. "The 
secular w o rld  is a lw ays go ing  to be skeptical. But you  h av e  to 
stand  u p  an d  say th a t you  believe, w h en  you  really  do, no 
m atte r h o w  they  react."
S peaker G uy  Peh, w h o  has lived  in  D allas, Texas for over 
three years, h a d  a sim ilar en co u n te r no t long  before  the one 
in W atonga.
"I w as in  B ozem an, M o n tan a  sp eak in g  ab o u t racism  at 
M ontana  State U niversity . I v isited  a ch u rch  called  C hristian  
Life C en te r on  the  F riday  of th a t w eek. In the service, a m an  
h ad  a h ea rt a ttack  an d  w as ca rried  ou t of the service. Tw o 
nu rses  w ere  th en  called  o u t of the service an d  took h is v itals 
b u t found  n o  pu lse . The m an  w as n o t b rea th in g  an d  before 
ad m in is te rin g  CPR, as the  p a ram ed ics  w ere  on  the ir w ay, w e 
p rayed . W hen  w e d id , the m a n 's  h ea rt s ta rted  again  an d  he 
began  to gasp  for b rea th . The tw o  n u rses  verified  th is la te r at 
the hosp ita l,"  P eh  said .
  “The m iracle  of S haron  L ee 's sto ry  an d  m any  o th ers  has 
m ade m e realize  h o w  m u c h  of a m irac le  o u r  lives are. It has 
m ade m e realize how  precious the lives of m y fam ily m em bers 
really are. E very  b re a th  w e tak e  ev e ry  m o v e  w e m ak e  is a 
m irac le  from  G o d , a n d  w e n e e d  to  g ive  H im  the  p ra ise  an d  
the  g lo ry  fo r th a t,"  R aines sa id .
'
Photo Provided
I believe that a miracle 
happened in the life of 
Sharon Lee. I prayed 
for her, many people 
prayed. It was nothing 
I did. God brought 
her back from death 
and healed her mind..
-Guy Peh
P h o t o  By  A m a n d a  M a d d e n
During the 
time I was in 
ICUI remember 
a strong 
presence of 
Jesus.
I beleieve that 
God did a 
miracle through 
prayer, and I'm 
really thankful 
for a second 
opportunity to 
live.
-Sharon Lee
Pho to  by Am anda  M ad den
I thought she 
would never be 
normal again, 
like us, talking 
and walking. 
Really, I do think
was a miracle.
-D r . M . A sh
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Uncertain New Year’s leads to many fears
B y  S am  N e arin g /N ew s R ep o rte r
N ew  Year's Eve 1999, the final evening of the second 
m illennium . Some will h ide them selves in bunkers fortified 
w ith food and  weapons. Some will throw  them selves into 
alcohol and d ru g  fueled frenzies at all n ight parties. O thers 
w ill sim ply pray.
Y2K and the Y2K bug  have been the m ost hyped  buzz, 
w ords of the last few years, even m ore so as 1999 draw s to  i t s  
end. But how  d id  Y2K come about?
A Short History
In 1960, Pentagon and  com puter industry  program m ers 
developed  the C om m on Business O rien ta ted  Language 
(COBOL). To save expensive m em ory, they w rote years w ith 
two digits instead of four (92 instead of 1992). People now  
fear that com puters will m isread 00 as 1900 next year and 
d isrup t or crash various com puter system s across the globe.
The N ational Bureau-of S tandards attem pted to resolve 
the tw o-digit system  in 1967, bu t opted to keep it unchanged.
Robert Benner, one of COBOL's pioneers, w rote an article 
in a 1973 issue of Interface Age stating that the tw o-digit code 
w ould cause significant problem s in 2000.
The U nited States governm ent began estim ating Y2K 
solution costs in 1996. Since then, alm ost every facet of 
federal, state and city governm ent has been examined, treated 
and tested.
This A pril the Federal A viation A dm inistration reported  
that the nation 's air traffic control system s had  passed major 
Y2K testing. But the H ouse C om m ittee on G overnm ent 
Reform listed these system s as a program  "at risk of failure."
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission in July said all 103 nuclear 
power plants in the United States had no Y2K software bugs. In 
September the NRC found 28 plants still needing upgrades.
The Cost
The federal governm ent has reportedly  spent betw een 
eight and $13 billion to become Y2K ready. The rest of the 
nation 's costs range betw een 50 and $150 billion. W orldw ide 
expenses are expected to total $1 to $2 trillion dollars.
C o m p u te r fixes, u p g ra d e s  an d  the  lab o r in v o lv ed  
com prise  a large  p o rtio n  of the expenses. Large b u t 
indeterm inab le  am o u n ts  have been  invested  in  m arketing  
and  public relations.
M any efforts have been p u t into N ew  Year's Eve itself.
Some airlines p lan  on grounding  m any flights.
The FBI will be on alert to w atch for viruses people m ay try 
to unleash during  any confusion the date change m ay cause.
It s natural to expect there m ight be people doing stup id  
things w ith com puters," M ichael Vatis, d irector of the FBI's 
national infrastructure protection center, said.
Preparing in Oklahoma
O klahom a City has p rep ared  itself for Dec. 31.
Firefighters w ill be issued  tw o-w ay rad ios to ensure 
com m unications betw een residents and  911 operators. In 
case of unexpected system  or pow er failure, personnel w ith  
R adios will be posted  at the 911 center, the Em ergency M edical 
S e r vices A uthority  center and  at all area fire stations.
T o  cope w ith  em ergency situations and  crow d control at 
the N ew  Year's Eve dow ntow n crow ds, O klahom a City will 
h a v e  twice the norm al am ount of p o lic e -o f f i^ p b n  duty.
'’"C om puters are just one p a rt of Y2K readiness," Police 
Chief M.T. Berry said. "A nd w hile w e d o n 't know  exactly 
w hat is going to happen , we still have to p rep are  for any and 
all contingencies."
Utility com panies are do ing  their p a rt to ensure residents 
have pow er, phones and  w ater com e N ew  Y ear's Day.
To prepare, O klahom a Gas & Electric Co. has spent $40 
m illion on system  trouble shooting, on stockpiling m aterials 
and parts and on extra em ployees to w ork  th rough  the 
holiday w eekend. OG&E's b iggest concern is a com plete 
failure of the national pow er grid. W hen som ething of this 
level goes out, m any fear tha t a dom ino effect could  occur.
One billion of Southw estern  Bell Telephone Co.'s funds 
have gone into its netw orks.
"We norm ally have a heightened traffic load anyw ay because 
of the holiday, and the situation could be aggravated by people 
trying the phones just to see if they w ork or not. That could tax 
the system," SWT3T Spokesman Mike Cooper said.
A lthough m any people fear the possibilities of Y2K related 
failures and problem s, m any m ore see this fragile tim e of 
hum an  existence asp ro o fto  beliefs of biblical prophecies and 
governm ent conspiracies.
Apocalypse comes from the Greek apokalypsis, m eaning 
"revealing." More than a few religions contain descriptions of an 
apocalyptic end of society realized through prophesied events.
The finalbook of the N ew  Testam ent, Revelation, describes 
the events leading up  to a final battle betw een  good and  evil.
For 2,000 years, people have fit m any w orld  occurrences 
into the puzzle of prophecy.
A ccording to C hristian beliefs, an  A ntichrist, first seen as 
a savior, will arise and  deceive m ankind. Napoleori, Kaiser 
W illiam II of G erm any and  H itler have all been though t by 
some to be the Antichrist.
Most believe that Israel becoming an independent nation on 
May 14,1948, is where the countdown for the Apocalypse begins.
Since then, o ther events have taken place to fulfill the 
prophecy further.
The unification of the Arab nations over the last 45 years,
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Southwestern's corner on scholarship
by Paul R. Nail, Department of Psychology
Recently there has been some interest expressed in having a 
faculty development workshop on the topic ofwritingforpublication 
in refereed journals. Such a workshop could be held in the Spring or 
Fall semester of 2000 and be hosted by faculty at Southwestern 
familiar with some o f the hurdles and subtleties of the editorial/ 
reviewprocess. Before planning the workshop, we would like to have 
some idea of the interest such a workshop might generate. I f  you 
have any interest, please take a moment to contact me by phone (x- 
3723) or email (nailp@swosu.edu). Also, please share this possibility 
with colleagues.
This week's column is based on projects that appeared in the 
Office of Sponsored Programs' (OSP) Scholarly Activity Reportfor 
FY 99 and on projects recently submitted to OSP. Please continue 
to submit current work based on the one-page OSP Scholarly 
Activity Report form. The form is available on the SW O SU  web 
page under Administration/Forms/SWOS UFORMS/Research and 
Grants. Hardcopies can be obtained from OSP at ext. 7012.
Congratulations to the many of you involved in scholarly 
activity at Southwestern. Keep up the good work!
Faculty and Administrators in  the N ew s
Richard Bryant, C hem istry and Physics Departm ent, 
presented "A Woman's Place is in the Laboratory: Addressing 
Gender Bias in ScienceClasses," Annual Convention, National 
Science Teachers Association, Boston, MA.
Helen M axson, Language Arts Department, presented  
"Walter McDonald's 'Mending the Fence' and Robert Frost's 
'Mending Wall': One Region Speaks to Another," Central 
New York Conference on Language and Literature, SUNY, 
Cortland, NY.
Paul Nail, Psychology Department, published an article "A 
New Model of Interpersonal Influence Characteristics," 
journal of Social Behavior and Personality.
Ed Rolison, Social Sciences Department, presented "Political 
Parties in Belieze," Annual Meeting, Midwest Association for 
Latin American Studies, Bowling Green, KY.
Steve Pray, Pharmaceutical Sciences Department, published 
a workbook "Alternative Medicine: Is it Quackery?" Proctor 
&1 Gamble.
Shelly Prince, Pharmaceutical Sciences Department, regularly 
authors a column "Calculations," for the International Journal 
of Pharmaceutical Compounding.
Dana Reid-Pierce, Pharmacy Practice Department, published 
an article "Drug-Induced Nightm ares," The Annals of 
Pharmacotherapy.
K en R ose, H ealth , Physical E ducation, and Recreation  
D epartm ent, w as aw arded  a grant "G host M ound  
A d ven tu re Program ," O klahom a O ffice of Juvenile  
A ffairs, $744,960.
Blake Sonobe and W illiam Kelly, Chemistry and Physics 
Department, were awarded a grant "Nuclear Magnetic 
Resonance Spectrom eter U pgrade," N ational Science 
Foundation, $25,200.
D on W ilson, School Service Programs Department, was 
awarded a grant "The Aurora Project," U.S. Department of 
Education, $64,412.
Bulldog Bucks
December graduates and students transferring 
to another institution
Any student who received a federal student loan for the 
fall semester and will not be attending Southwestern for 
the spring semester m ust contact the Student Financial 
Services Office, an exit interview must be completed 
before the semester ends. Students w ho fall below  
halftime are not eligile for loans or a loan deferment and 
must also complete the exit interview. You may view the 
exit video between 8 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. or between 1 
p.m. and 4:30 p.m. in the Stafford Building, Room 224.
FAFSA Renewal Forms
Students who received federal funding for this current 
school year need to watch for a 2000-2001 FAFSA 
Renewal Application in the mail. If you do not receive a 
renewal application by the first of the year you may pick 
up the 200-2001 FAFSA application in the Student 
Financial Services Office.
Mass Exit Interviews
Pharmacy Students, Dec. 15, Pharmacy Annex Room 
104, 2 p.m.
Education Students, Dec. 20, Student Union Ballroom, 
1 p.m.
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1999: Year of victory, defeat, death and hope
B y  B ro o k e  B a b e k /N e w s  R e p o r te r
This last year h as  been full of u p s an d  d ow ns. Som e 
m om ents caused  cheerfu lness, o th ers  tears. N evertheless 
1999 w as full of sp ec ta la r, trag ic  and  em otional even ts one 
w ould  expect in the  final year of the  1900s.
Looking back, th e re  w ere  several d ev as ta tin g  d isas te rs  
and  acc id en ts  th a t touched  m any  lives.
M any O klahom ans lost no t only their hom es b u t m em ories 
in the M ay 3 to rnadoes that ripped  th rough  the state. M ore 
than 40 people d ied  in the tw isters.
T h e  e n t i re  n a t io n 's  ey e s  w e re  o p e n e d  a f te r  th e  
C olum bine, Colo., an d  Fort G ibson, Okla., school shootings, 
a long w ith  the Fort W orth  chu rch  shoo ting . The shoo tings 
sparked  deb a tes ab o u t g u n  con tro l, b u t also m ade peop le  
w onder if any  b u ild in g  is safe from  ram pagers.
The d ea th s  of John F. K ennedy Jr., his w ife and  sister-in- 
law  shocked the n a tio n  and  b ro u g h t back painfu l m em ories 
of the ongo ing  K ennedy saga.
PGA to u r p layers rem em bered  their fallen friend , Payne 
S te w a r t ,  by  w e a r in g  k n ic k e r s  d u r in g  th e  T o u r  
C h am p io n sh ip  T ou rn am en t. S tew art h ad  lost h is young  
life in a p lane crash  less th an  a w eek  before.
A freak acciden t claim ed the lives of 12 Texas A&M 
stu d en ts  w hile  try in g  to  b u ild  their fam ous trad itio n a l 
bonfire. No one is q u ite  su re  w h y  the  logs collapsed.
In entertainm ent new s, the high-stakes gam e show, "Who 
Wants to be a Millionaire," dom inated the ratings. The show 
started out as nothing but a time slot filler between seasons.
Brad Pitt and Jennifer A niston had everyone w ondering 
about their com m itm ents to each other, w hile Susan Lucci on 
the o ther hand  w ondered  no m ore abou t her long lost em m y. 
Lucci finally brough t it hom e after 13 consecutive defeats.
A m azingly  en o u g h  R ichard  G ere w as nam ed  sexiest 
m an alive by People m agazine a lth o u g h  h e 's  som ew hat 
aging. G ere and  Julia R oberts team ed  up  once aga in  for the 
long aw aited  box office h it, Runaway Bride.
The b iggest s tars  in  m usic this p as t year w ere  in the pop 
w orld . Boy b an d s like N 'Sync, B ackstreet Boys and  98 
degrees w ere n o m in a ted  for nearly  every  aw ard  possib le 
d u rin g  the G ram m y and  MTV aw ard  show s. A no ther big 
pop star, B rittney Spears, h it the top and  stayed  there  m ost 
of the year.
A new  k ind  of m usic h it the scene th is year th o u g h  it 's  
been a ro u n d  forever. Latin m usic becam e big  afte r Ricky 
M artin  d eb u ted  as a solo a r tis t fo llow ed by m ovie s ta r 
tu rn ed  singer Jennifer Lopez.
The one dow nfa ll for the m usic business w as G arth  
Brooks in the life of C hris G aines. M any are still w o n d erin g  
w hat that w as all about.
S ports w as back  aga in  this year w ith  a big  bang. The 
New York Y ankees claim ed yet an o th er W orld  Series for a 
th ird  s tra ig h t year sw eep ing  the A tlan ta Braves. It was 
qu ite  an  accom plishm en t for a team  th a t e n d u red  so m uch
strife  d u rin g  th e  season . T h ro u g h  all of D ary l S traw berry 's  
problem s, the dea ths of Scott B rosius' and  Paul O 'N eil's 
fathers, and  m anager Joe T orre 's battle  w ith  p rostra te  cancer, 
the Yankees found  a w ay  to pu ll together.
The D enver Broncos also repeated  w ith  their w in  in the 
Super Bowl against the A tlanta Falcons. M any Bronco fans 
w ere sad d en ed  how ev er w ith  the re tirem en t of all-star 
quarterback John Elway.
The NBA title w en t to  the San A ntonio Spurs w ho  had 
been in  quite a slum p for som etim e, w hile C onnecticut took 
the NCAA C ham pionship  after a m onth  of M arch M adness.
In local sports, die W eatherford Eagles crushed Fort Gibson 
46-0 to w in  the state football cham pionship  in  Stillwater.
T he b ig g est com e back  of the  year and  m ost in sp irin g  
sto ry  w as cyclist, Lance A rm strong, w ho Barbara W alters 
chose as the m ost fascinating person  of the year. Literally on 
his death  bed abou t a year ago, A rm strong overcam e testicular 
cancer to w in the T our de  France.
From  com ebacks to m ishaps, lau g h ter to tears, this year 
can be looked back up o n  as the last year of no t only  another 
decade, bu t century. H ere com es the m illennium .
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the G ulf W ar a n d  O sam a b in  L a d e n 's  te lev ision  m essag e  th a t 
h is G od to ld  h im  to k ill A m erican s a re  all p a r ts  of the  v ision  
of St. John  th e  D iv ine , a u th o r  of th e  Book of R evelation .
C hina, w ith  a p o p u la tio n  of one billion, could  p ro d u ce  the 
arm y of 200 m illion  from  the "K ings of the East." This force is 
supposed  to  battle  in  a w a r be tw een  a nation  far n o rth  of Israel 
(Bible scholars say  Russia), the  A rab nations an d  Africa.
The p ro p h ec ies  are  w id e  a n d  inclusive. E arth q u ak es, U FO 
sightings, oil p rice  increases, in fla tion , w ar, te rro rism , fam ine, 
p lag u e  . . . a lm o st an y  n eg a tiv e  w o rld  e v en t can  be p laced  
into one of them . M any  technological advances w ere  foreseen: 
Social Security  n u m b e rs , b a r  codes a n d  c red it ca rd s  as p a r t  of 
the m o v em en t to w a rd s  a  cash less society.
M a s s  c h a o s ?
M ilitias, cu lts  a n d  p a ra -m ilita ry  g ro u p s  also  see Y2K as a 
w ay to  p ro m o te  th e ir  v is io n s of u p ris in g s , sav io rs a n d  chaos.
H u n d re d s  of w eb  sites h a v e  b een  crea ted  by  these  g ro u p s  
to ad v ertise  th e ir  v iew s, id eas  a n d  in s tru c tio n s  fo r su rv ival.
Som e ex trem ists  q u es tio n  g o v e rn m en t actions a n d  m akes 
accusations of co v er u p s . K n o w led g e  of Y2K p o te n tia l 
p rob lem s since 1960, belief of a C IA  desire  to  im p lem en t 
M artial L aw  a n d  th e  read in ess  of an ti-A m erican  g ro u p s  to 
use bom b s an d  b io log ica l w arfa re  are  all c ited  as reasons th a t 
"loyal" A m erican s sh o u ld  a rm  them selves in  p re p a ra tio n  of 
defense ag a in st o u ts id e  factions or even  o u r o w n  governm ent.
Police d e p a rtm e n ts  h av e  rece ived  FBI w arn in g s  to  w atch  
for increased  m ilitia  activ ities as 1999 ends.
D ep u ty  Police C hief M ike H ea th  sa id  th a t O k lah o m a C ity  
has received  a FBI b u lle tin  b r in g in g  a tten tio n  to  dea lin g  w ith  
every th ing  from  p an ick ed  re s id en ts  to  d o o m sd ay  g roups.
For a long  tim e  these  p red ic tio n s  w ere  th o u g h t to  be only 
sp ecu la tio n  of ex trem ists . B ut recen tly , reco g n ized  an d  
influential peo p le  h av e  b eg u n  w arn in g  A m ericans of po ten tia l 
Y2K situa tions.
"T h ere  a re  h a p p e n in g s  to d ay : th e  a p p ro a c h  of one  
' w o rld  g o v e rn m e n t, th e  g lo b a l-n a tio n  sy n d ro m e  th a t  is so 
p rev a len t to d a y , the  cash less  socie ty ," th e  Rev. Je rry  Falw ell 
. said . "T h ere  a re  m a n y  w h o  b e lie v e  th a t  w e  c o u ld  b e  in  th e  
last c e n tu ry ."
H e also  h as  a n n o u n ced  the  A n tich ris t h as  "p ro b ab ly "  
already  b een  b o m  an d  is w a lk in g  am o n g  us.
A lth o u g h  these  ideas are  so m ew h a t ex trem e, g o v ern m en t 
and  re lig io u s le ad e rs  alike are  ad v is in g  p eo p le  to  take 
p recau tions n o t ag a in s t the e n d  of the  w o rld  b u t  ag a in st the 
possib ilities of Y2K re la ted  failures.
"W e have, h o p efu lly , p re p a re d  for the w o rs t an d  w ill 
expect the b est,"  sa id  Z ach  T aylor, execu tive  d irec to r of the 
A ssociation  of C en tra l O k lah o m a G overnm en t.
W hether you  see N ew  Y ear's Eve 1999 as the b eg in n in g  of 
; the en d  or as the  d ay  b efo re  S a tu rd ay  be  responsib le  an d  
kind, to  you rse lf an d  o thers.
C onan  O 'B rien, of N B C 's "Late N igh t w ith  C onan  O 'B rien," 
w rote In the Year 2000. A n excerp t from  the book, in d ica ting  
. the terrib le  possib ilities  of the  m illen n iu m , p red ic ted  tha t 
i “M an w ill som etim es w rite  '1999' on  h is  checks."
Q:W hat is  the w orst Christm as g ift you  ever got?
A: "C lo thes."-Je f f  S m ith ,  K i n g f i s h e r ,  m a th em atics
A:
" N o t  g e t t in g  
a n y th in g  fro m  m y  
h u sb a n d  la s t y ea r 
h a d  to b e  the  w o rs t 
th in g  I ev er g o t."  
- N ik k i  G o r d o n ,  
F o rt C obb, fin an ce
A: "Socks fro m  m y  
s is te r  w e re  the  
w o rs t g ift I ev e r 
go t."
-Jo h n  D a n ie ls , 
E d m o n d ,  
e d u c a tio n
A:
"W hen I w as nineteen, 
m y  grandm a gave me 
p ink  pajam as w ith feet 
and a bunny tail that 
zipped  u p  the back. 
Jacquelyn Thom pson, 
Cyril, accounting
A :
"I go t a N ew  K id 's  
o n  th e  B lo ck  
sw e a tsu it from  m y 
g ran d m a  w h en  I w as 
in  th e  s e v e n th  
g rad e ."
C h u c k  M a d d o x ,  
C an u te , acco u n tin g
16 Feature December 15,1999
Al-Jarrah’s world tour stops in Weatherford
Susan A l-Jarrah and  Dr. R ichard  S term  h e lp  a s tu d en t w ith  
a foreign language question .
B y Johnna W est/N ew s R eporte r
Susan Al-Jarrah and  her m other both  predicted  Susan's 
fu ture w hile she w as young. A m azingly, both  presum ptions 
had a strong resem blance to events that w ould  occur in 
Susan 's life.
W hile in the first grade, Susan Lee G oodw in created a 
three-page book about her desire to travel. She had  draw n a 
picture of herself riding a horse. Each page show ed the pair 
getting farther and  farther aw ay from  home. "I am  going 
aw ay w ith Rod," w as w ritten  on the last page. This was the 
nam e of a m an she had  never met, b u t w ould  one day be her 
husband  and take her all over the w orld.
Travel w asn 't the only thing Susan was interested in. She 
w anted to learn foreign languages. H er m other w ould tease 
her and tell her she w ould  m arry a m an from  South America 
and teach her children Spanish. Coincidentally, Susan m arried 
Rad wan Al-i arrah, a m an from  Jordan and taught her children 
Arabic. Now she teaches Spanish at Southw estern.
Susan Al-Jarrah has been a language arts instructor here 
since 1995. This is her first job as a university professor, but not 
her first teaching job. That position took place in Saudi Arabia.
Susan  a tten d ed  college at O hio State U niversity  in 
Colum bus, her hom etow n. In A ugust of 1975 she received 
her BA in Spanish. N ow  she is fluent in Spanish, Arabic, and 
can understand  som e French, Italian and Portuguese. Her 
Arabic influence started  w hen she m et Radw an Al-Jarrah, a 
g raduate studen t at Ohio State.
Radwan Al-Jarrah grew  up  in a village in Jordan and 
received his BA in m ath from Baghdad in 1974. He then 
m oved to C olum bus and m et Susan Lee Goodwin. They 
m arried in 1979. In 1980 the couple m oved to Dhahran, Saudi 
Arabia. Radwan began teaching m ath while Susan started 
teaching in an all-girls school in Dam m am , Saudi Arabia. She 
was teaching English as a second language. Unlike her 
husband, Susan d id n 't know Arabic and she d id n 't have any 
experience as a teacher. These factors did  not p revent her 
from perform ing her job as she used Shakesphere to teach 
English to eleventh grade girls.
The students w eren 't the only ones learning in this school 
system The custom s in Saudi Arabia schools are very unique. 
Susan had to abide by the Islamic religion. She had  to w ear an 
Abaya and veil while she was teaching. This is a black veil that 
covered the body from  head to toe.
It was very hard to get used to, I tripped over it a lot," Susan 
said. Susan and her husband had two children while living in 
Saudi Arabia, a girl and a boy. Summer is now 18 years old and 
attending school in New Mexico. Thamer is 16 years old.
In 1984 the family m oved to Jordan. Susan continued to 
teach English as a Second Language in Irbid, Jordan. In 1988, 
she began teaching another language: Spanish. Susan had 
two more children while living in Jordan. They are A boudi 
who is now 13 years old and Sarah w ho is 11 years old.
In 1990, the A l-Jarrahs' left the M iddle East to avoid  the 
Gulf War. They m oved back to Susan 's hom etow n.
This in ternational and  som ew hat nom adic fam ily then 
ended  up  in O klahom a in 1991. W hile in C olum bus, Radwan 
a ttended  an A m erican M ath  Society m eeting  an d  was 
introduced to Dr. John W oods, from  Southw estern. Dr. W oods 
to ld  R ad w an  th a t th ey  n e e d e d  a m a th  in s tru c to r  at
Southw estern. R adw an applied  for the job and got it. The 
fam ilym oved to W eatherford. R adw anisnow  the chairperson 
of the m ath  departm ent.
Susan laughs as she describes her h u sb an d 's  first opinion 
of Oklahom ans.
"He said Oklahomans are very similar to people in the Middle 
East; they are polite and very family oriented." Susan said.
W hen  h e r h u s b a n d  b eg a n  h is  te a c h in g  c a re e r  at 
Southw estern, she began her second collegiate career. She 
w asn 't certified as a teacher in O klahom a and w anted  to 
continue teaching foreign languages.
In 1994 she g raduated  from  Southw estern  w ith a M aster's 
degree in English education. U pon graduating , she obtained 
two teaching jobs at the A rapaho and Butler schools. In 1995, 
she got a chance to teach at the sam e university  as her 
h u sb a n d . She b ecam e a la n g u a g e  a r ts  in s tru c to r  at 
Southw estern, teaching English and  Spanish classes.
Although Susan and her husband love Oklahoma, they 
travel abroad whenever possible. They have visited many 
countries such as Spain, France, Italy, Saudi Arabia, Jordan and i 
Mexico. They have also traveled all over the United States.
Traveling and living in different countries has allowed 
Susan to adapt to people and their d ifferent cultures.
You learn to be very tolerate of all k inds of people and 
accept them  for w ho they are," Susan said.
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Gun accident changes the life of a witness
B y  K e n d ra  R itc h ie / N e w s R e p o rte r
It will take more than ju st words and 
protests to save the potential victims, 
effort and responsibility from everyone 
has to be displayed.
— w itn e s s  to  s h o o t in g
In one night, in one m inute, one decision  ended one life 
and a ffec te d  se v e r a l o th e r s , in c lu d in g  th at o f a 
Southwestern student.
The incident was started and ended by a handgun.
On Oct. 23, a Kingfisher H igh School senior, using a 
fiend's gun, shot and lulled himself, w hile in the presence of 
six close friends.
A Southwestern student was one who witnessed the accident.
"It was, by far, the most horrifying and awful thing that I 
have ever seen in m y life," the student said.
"I w ill n ever forget that gru esom e scene for as long  
as I live."
The senior's death brought up more arguments about gun 
safety and restriction. In 1994, there were 38,505 firearm 
related deaths.
Los Angeles officials said that fatal gun accidents are more 
prevalent than other fatal accidents, gun accidents are 
increasing and civilian gun ownership must be further 
restricted or regulated. H owever, other experts disagree, 
saying the risk is low.
"The risk of a gun accident is extremely low, even among 
defensive gun owners, except among a very small, identifiably 
high- risk subset of the population," said Dr. Kieck, author of 
Targeting Guns.
Consequently,Kieck said, it is doubtful whether, for the 
average gun  o w n er , the risk of an acc id en t cou ld  
counterbalance the benefits of keeping a gun in the home for 
protection: the risk of a accident is quite low  overall, and is 
virtually nonexistent for most gun owners.
"Gun incidents are generally committed by unusually 
reckless people with records of heavy drinking, repeated 
involvement in automobile crashes, many traffic citations 
and prior arrests for assault," Kieck said.
Kieck concluded that gun accidents rarely involve child ren
and most com monly adolescents and young adults.
"He pulled the clip out. However, he was a frequent 
hunter, so I thought that he was experienced with guns, or so 
I w ould have expected," said the student.
Officials stated that alcohol was involved in the shooting.
"He had been drinking, and he was buzzed but he was, in 
no way, highly intoxicated," the student said. "He was a
teenager having fun and he made a bad decision.
"We had no idea what was going on- everything happened 
so fast," she said. "One minute he was examining the gun, 
next, he pulled the clip out; w e just thought he did that to 
remove the bullets, then next thing w e know, he is putting 
the gun to his chin."
Most gun incidents occur in the home and many of them  
involve guns kept for defense. However, very few accidents 
occur in connection with actual defensive uses of guns, Kieck 
reported.
"I can still hear the shots ringing in my head," the student 
said.
"Seeing his body and blood all over makes me reevaluate 
my life and be thankful for what 1 have.
"He was not a social outcast, he was a great student, a 
starter on the football team and the wrestling team, " the 
student said. "And he was very popular with the girls."
The gun used belonged to one of the teen's fathers, who 
was a trooper.
"The gun never would have been out of hiding, if not for 
the son showing it off to his friends," the student said.
Questions are arising from everywhere and everyone on 
what can be done to reduce the number of gun deaths.
"Everyone has their opinions on how to help gun control, 
but no one wants to help do anything," the student said.
"It will take more than just words and protests to save the 
potential victims, effort and responsibility from everyone 
has to be displayed."
Officials agree that w e all need to take a stand and prevent 
those "accidents."
"Guns are nothing to play around with," the student said.
"They are very fragile, like fine china."
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You’re a  G ood  Man, 
Charlie Brown
Charlie Brown, Peppermint Patty, Snoopy and the whole 
gang reunited in a spectacular production of the first 
Southwestern musical in years. You’re a Good Man Charlie 
Brown was brought to life by the theatre department under 
the direction of Scott Crew.
Based on the comic strip "Peanuts" by Charles M. Schulz, 
the show was revived in the Old Science Building in a 
wonderful musical that intrigued its audience. The cast did 
an excellent job of bringing each memorable character to life.
Chris Nearing, a junior computer science major from 
Weatherford, played the role of Charlie Brown. The role of 
the boy who always seems to be one step behind was Chris's 
stage debut.
Natalie Coe, a freshman communication arts major from 
Hydro, played very energetic and lovable Snoopy. She 
depicted her character impressively with her friendly, 
imaginative activity.
Lucy Van Pelt, alw ays paying extra attention to
Schroeder but being extra mean to Charlie Brown, was 
brought to life by Hollie Borror, a communication arts 
major from Bethany.
Phillip Seymour, sophomore communication arts major 
from Enid, played the timid Schroeder. His character was a 
delight as he fought off the attention of Lucy and played his 
piano throughout the show.
The blanket-hugging, fun-loving Linus was played by 
Chantry Banks, a sophomore communication arts major 
from Hammon. In his third stage appearance at Southwestern, 
Banks delighted the audience with hilarious observations on 
life and perfect reactions to his sister's nagging.
The rest of the cast helped to complete the kindergarten 
classroom scene and brought music and laughter to the stage. 
They included Ryanne McCook (Peppermint Patty), Matthew 
Terry (Pig Pen), Monica Catlett (Violet), Jaciel Roewe (Sally 
Brown), Becky Shelton (Marcie), Donisha Shatazz Childs 
(Frankie), Eric Volden (ReRun Van Pelt) and Lisa Wong 
(Woodstock). The bubbly cast provided music that caused 
audience members to remember the innocence of childhood.
The show 's set was a brightly painted classroom  and 
schoolyard com plete w ith a slide, swing and even a 
teeter-totter.
Together with the lighting, stage, music, crew and 
especially the cast, You're a Good Man Charlie Brown was a 
pleasing performance that entertained audiences of all ages.
—Julie Hardy
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Putting the Smack 
Down on Sports
by Charles Beatley
People of England, cover your ears. Here comes 
Mike Tyson.
British C om m onw ealth  boxing cham p Julius Francis has 
verbally agreed to fight none o ther than  M ike "hungry  
enough to eat an  ear" Tyson in England on Jan. 29.
Francis has a record of 21-7 w ith  11 knockouts; Tyson's 
record is 46-3 w ith  40 knockouts.
Tyson's last fight was a one-round no contest w ith  Orlin 
Norris on Oct. 23 in  Las Vegas. Tyson knocked dow n  Norris 
w ith  a head  blow  that resulted  in a knee injury due  to the fall. 
The reason the fight w as ruled a no contest is because Tyson 
punched Norris after the bell had  rung, supposedly  accidental. 
After viewing the fight, the N evada State Athletic Commission 
told Tyson to fight elsew here.
Tyson has no t boxed outside the U nited States since being 
knocked o u t in the 10th round in Toyko in 1990 by Buster 
Douglas, to w hom  he lost the heavyw eight title.
I'm  sure Francis thinks the fight will m ake his nam e 
internationally know n by duk ing  it ou t w ith  Tyson. However, 
I doub t he will m ake it ou t of the ring  fully intact. I believe 
Tyson is a m ore experienced and pow erful fighter. H ow ever, 
his crazy antics will probably  result in a loss. If he keeps from 
biting or head bu tting  Francis, Tyson m ight win.
T yson 's next o p p o n en t m igh t be Lennox Lewis, the 
und ispu ted  heavyw eight cham pion. Lewis says he w ould 
like to defend his title against Tyson.
I have ad d ed  a new  feature to m y colum n called Jabroni of 
the Week. A jabroni is a w restling  term  for m oron. The 
candidate is a professional athlete w ho has either m ade a 
bonehead play or had a lousy perform ance.
The first ath lete to receive this honor, or should I say 
dishonor,is A rizona C ard inal's  quarterback Jake Plum m er. 
P lum m er threw  three interceptions and w as sacked five 
tim es by  the  W ash in g to n  R ed sk in s ' d efen se  S unday . 
P lum m er's inability to get the football to his receivers resulted 
in a 28-3 loss.
Sports aside for a m om ent, I w ould like to say goodbye to 
not only to a dear friend of mine, but of the entire s tuden t 
body. As you probably already  know, this is Sandy the C- 
Store lady 's last sem ester at Southw estern. She has greeted 
me as well as all students w ith a smile everyday. By the 
powers vested in m e as sports ed itor I declare Sandy "The 
S tudent's C ham pion." G oodbye Sandy!
...And that's  the bottom  line, cause I said so!
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Southwestern Bulldog teams of the century
B y  C h a r l e s  B e a t l e y / S p o r t s  E d i t o r
Southwestern has been not only been one of the best state 
colleges w hen it comes to sports, bu t also one of the nation's best.
I have chosen the 50 greatest Southwestern teams of this 
century and pu t them  into order by earliest year to most recent.
S o u th w estern 's  rodeo  team s have w o n  six n a tional titles 
all together; fou r by  the  m en and  tw o  by  the w om en. The
w o m e n 's  b a sk e tb a ll te am  h a s  b een  N A IA  N a tio n a l 
C ham pions five tim es since its creation  in 1975. In 1996, 
S o u th w e s te rn 's  fo o tb a ll  te a m  w a s  N A IA  N a tio n a l 
C ham pions.
S outhw estern  has h ad  eigh t N ational C ham pion  R unner- 
ups. I am  su re  the g rea t success of S o u th w este rn 's  ath letic 
p ro g ram s w ill co n tin u e  in the 21st cen tu ry .
50 Greatest Bulldog Teams
1925- Men's basketball (26-5)
1926- Football (7-2) conference champs
1927- Men's Basketball (23-4) conference champs
1932- Football (7-3) tied for first in conference
1933- Football (7-2-1) conference champs
1953- Men's basketball (24-6) conference champs
1954- Men's basketball (28-8)
1954-Football (7-2) tied for first in conference 
1957-Football (7-1-1) conference champs 
1967-Men's basketball (23-5) conference champs 
1967-Baseball (20-9) conference champs
1969- Football (9-1) tied for first in conference
1970- Football (8-1) conference champs
1971- Football (8-2) conference champs 
1977-Baseball (26-17) second in conference 
1977-Football (11-1) national runner-ups
1979-Football (7-2) second in conference, 19 in nation
1979- Men's track conference champs
1980- Men's golf District N ine champs
1981- Baseball (29-13)
1981-Men's rodeo reserve national champions 
*1982-Women's basketball (34-0) National Champions 
*1983-Women's basketball (30-4) National Champions 
1984-Men's basketball (23-6) national semi-finals 
1984-Baseball (31-24) second in conference
1984-Women's basketball (31-1) national quarterfinals
1984- Men's track conference champs
1985- Men's track conference champs 
1985-Men’s golf third at nationals 
*1985-Men's rodeo National Cham pions 
*1987-Women's basketball (30-2) National Champions 
1987-Men's rodeo reserve national champions 
♦1988-Women's rodeo N ational Cham pions 
1989-Women's rodeo reserve National Champions 
*1990-Women's basketball (30-4) National Champions
1991- W omen's basketball (31-3) national runner-ups
1992- W omen's basketball (30-4) national semi-finals 
1992-Football (8-2) tied for first in conference 
*1992-Men's rodeo National Cham pions
1992- W omen's tennis (29-4)
1993- W omen's basketball (29-4) national semi-finals 
1993-Women's rodeo reserve national champions 
*1993-Men's rodeo National Cham pions 
*1994-Women's rodeo N ational Cham pions 
1995-Women's basketball (30-5) national semi-finals 
*1996-Football (9-3) National Cham pions 
1997-Women's basketball (28-5) national final four
1997- Men's rodeo reserve national champions
1998- W omen's golf national runner-ups 
*1999-Men's rodeo National Cham pions
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Southwestern basketball dominates on road
B y  C h a r l e s  B e a t l e y / S p o r t s  E d i t o r
Southwestern men's and women's basketball teams were very 
successful last week on the road. The woman's team won both of 
their games last week. The first win came against Texas Women's 
Pioneers 43-39 Dec. 7. The second was against Langston 52-41 Dec. 
9.The men's team alsowon two games. The first win was a landsl ide 
■ at home against Panhandle State 122-81 Dec. 7. The other was 
against Central Arkansas, but this ga me was a ba ttle winning by one 
point 79-78 Dec. 10.
The Lady Bulldogscame from a 27-21 defecit at half against the 
Pioneers to outscore them in the second half 22-12 for the43-39 win.
Senior forward Kristi Dickerson led the Lady Bulldogs with 19 
points. Kaoey Whitworth, junior guard, and Kiki McClellan, junior 
forward, followed with six points each. Freshman forward Cassie 
Childs chipped in five points.
The Lady Bulldogs gotahead of Langs ton 25-16athalf. However, 
Langston played hard in the second half, scoring 25 points. But 
Southwestern scored 27 to win 52-41.
McClellan paced Southw estern  w ith  18 points. She was 
followed by C hilds w ith  11 points. D ickerson and  W hitw orth 
had eight points each.
The Bulldogs put the gam e against Panhandle State away 
early leading 61-38 at half. They continued to slaughter the 
Aggies outscoring them  61-43 in the second half to win 122-81.
Jayson Sanders, junior guard , led the Bulldogs w ith  an 
ou tstand ing  23 points. He w as followed by Cedric Dale, 
junior forw ard, w ith  19 points. Junior forw ard Tim Ray and 
senior guard  Jason Ruth both scored 15 points apiece. Corey 
Johnson, senior guard , recorded 14 points and  senior center 
A lejandro Vargas also reached double digits w ith  12 points.
Southwestern w ould not have such a easy time against 
Central Arkansas. The Bulldogs led at half 32-27, but was 
outscored in the second half 5147. However, Southwestern 
held on to the lead to win 79-78.
Johnson led the Dawgs w ith 20 points. Ray had 12 points, 
Dale scored 10 points, while senior guard Anthony Lumpkin 
and Ruth tallied seven each.
The Lady Bulldogs will try to match their first semester success 
at Panhand leStateJan.6, at5 p.m. and then athomeversusCameron 
January 8, at 6:00 p .m  The Bulldogs first game next semester will 
be at home against Cameron Jan 8, at 8 p.m. and then host Texas 
Wesleyan Jan 10, at 7 p.m.
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A long (golf) path 
to Weatherford
Record-setter settles at Southwestern 
after living in Australia, Hawaii
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M elanie Folsom  (left) and  fe llow  S ou thw estern  go lfer 
Rachael P rebble-Poole d isp lay  th e ir 1998 A ll-am erican 
NAIA plaques.
B y Z ac  U n d erw o o d /N ew s R ep o rte r
"I c o u ld n 't  h av e  im ag in ed  m y year en d in g  any  o ther 
w ay ," said  M elanie Folsom  a b o u th e r last season as a collegiate 
golfer a t S ou thw estern . She en d e d  h e r final golf season  by  
fo llow ing  u p  a good  fin ish  in  the 1997 N A JA  N ationa l 
C h a m p io n s h ip  to u r n a m e n t  w ith  a te r r if ic  f in is h  in  
S o u th w e s te r n 's  la s t  N A IA  N a t io n a l  C h a m p io n s h ip  
to u rn am en t in  1998.
This tw o-tim e A ll-A m erican  w h o  is n o w  w o rk ing  on her 
M aste r 's  deg ree  in  early  C h ild h o o d  D evelopm en t sta rted  
from  hu m b le  b eg in n in g s in  a m ilita ry  ho u seho ld . Follow ing 
h e r d a d  from  sta tio n  to  sta tion , she lived  in  the m ost exotic of 
places. O f the 11 tim es sh e 's  m oved , " th e  lan d  d o w n  u n d e r"  
n a rro w ly  b ea t-o u t H aw aii as h e r favorite.
"It's  a n ea t place. W e took a th ree  d ay  tra in  trip  from  P erth  
to  S ydney  all the across the  con tinen t. A n d  in  the train , the 
w in d o w  w e h ad , you  cou ld  w ake u p  an d  see koalas in  the 
trees an d  kan g aro o s go ing  by ,"  she said.
Folsom  re tu rn e d  to  the sta tes to  s ta rt h er h ig h  school 
education . N o rth  C obb H ig h  School in  G eorgia, w as w here  
she beg an  as a freshm an , b u t h e r ju n io r an d  sen io r year found  
h er a t T ah lequah  H igh  School here  in  the Sooner State.
O ut of h igh  school, she looked for a bigger school in w hich to 
play  golf. M elanie chose W ichita State, Kan. for her new  hom e 
and  a place to start her new  a chapter of her golfing career.
"It w as a D iv ision  I school, it h a d  nice facilities an d  the 
peop le  w ere really  friend ly ," she said. "B ut then  tha t sum m er, 
the coach left, an d  it d id n 't  w o rk  o u t w ith  the new  coach."
Folsom 's v ision  of p lay ing  at a D ivision I p ro g ram  van ished  
after h er so p h o m o re  y ear a t W ichita State.
"I p lan n ed  to take th a t year to p lay  golf an d  w ork. I w a sn 't  
going  to go to  school, n o t w o rry  abo u t that. I w as going  to 
concentrate  on  golf," she said . "I h a p p en ed  to go to a p a rty  
w ith  m y pa ren ts , an d  I m et Bob H ill w ho  w as a do rm  p a ren t 
at Sou thw estern . H ill knew  the ath letic  d irec to r w ho w as 
sta rtin g  a w o m en 's  (golf) team . Five m in u tes  later, I w as on 
the phone  w ith  h im ," Folsom  said.
A fter s itting  ou t a sem ester because of ineligibility , she 
p layed  her first college to u rn am en ts  at S ou thw este rn  in 
sp ring  1997. She p lay ed  well. M elanie cam e close to w inn ing  
a few  to u rnam en ts, b u t never took hom e top  m edallist honors 
d u rin g  a college event.
M y first nationals, I tied for 10-place and  w as A ll-A m erican 
w h ich  w as fin," she said.
H er sen io r cam p a ig n  w as m o re  successful. M elan ie 's  h a rd  
w ork  on the  cou rse  h a d  p a id  d iv id en d s . She re tu rn e d  to 
w rap -u p  h e r college career w ith-a sp o t o n  the  1998 Lone Star 
C onference team  an d  n e v e r fin ish ed  o u t of the  to p  10.
In M ay 1998, she an d  h e r team m ates p layed  Stone Creek 
C oun try  C lub in  Tulsa in  the last N A JA  to u rn am en t for 
Southw estern. A lthough  close, she just m issed  being  national 
cham pion after surrendering h er six-shot advantage. Tw o strokes 
separated  h er from  the Lone Star Conference title, an d  again  in 
the national tournam ent, tw o strokes w ere the difference.
Folsom  lead  the team  w ith  h e r  232 th re e -ro u n d  to ta l to  a 
second place fin ish  b e h in d  S o u th ern  N azaren e .
"I fin ished  th ird , tw o  sho ts b eh in d  the  leader. I felt m y  
dedica tion , b e ing  on the  cou rse  ev e ry d ay , w o u ld  h e lp  m e 
w h en  it co un ted , an d  it h e lp ed  m e a t na tio n a ls . I w a n te d  to 
p lay  w ell. It w as m y  sen io r year, a n d  I w a n te d  to  go o u t w ith  
a bang. It w as fun ,"  she said.
H er p ractice  tim e tru ly  p a id  off in  the long  run . The first 
n ine ho les of the  th ree-d ay  fifty -four h o le  ev en t w ere  h e r 
toughest. "I p re tty  m u ch  choked . I w as like n ine, ten , eleven  
over or som eth ing ."
She sho t 83 h e r first day , b u t  she b o u n ced  back  an d  set a 
NAJA record  for the low est tw o -d ay  to ta l La the n a tio n a l 
to u rn am en t w ith  scores of 75 an d  74. H er first n in e  ho les of 
the to u rn am en t w ere  the only  n ine-h o le  score in  the  40s, an d  
she doub le-bogeyed  the  sam e ho le  every  ro u n d .
Folsom 's career w o u n d  d o w n  in W eatherford , tw ice nam ed  
an  A ll-A m erican, 1998 LSC allconference team , a th ird -p lace  
finish in the n a tio n a l to u rn am en t, a fo u rth -p lace  fin ish  in  the 
conference to u rn am en t, a h an d -fu ll of top  10 fin ishes and  
a lso  h o ld in g  a re c o rd  th a t w ill n e v e r  be  b ro k e n  b y  a 
S ou thw estern  s tu d e n t ath lete.
"It's  g ra tify ing ," Folsom  said. "I felt I p ro v e d  a lo t of th ings 
to  a lot of people. I a lw ays k n ew  I cou ld  do  it. O th e rs  d id n 't  
th ink  I could , b u t I a lw ays knew . I th in k  I w o u ld  h av e  been  
d isap p o in ted  if it h a d  en d e d  any  o th e r w ay ."


